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rom the beginning of civilization, people
have tried to give expression to the world
they experience. This is often done with some
type of rhythm called poetry. It is the most
significant expression of thoughts brought
forth into the spoken word. What makes
poetry great is that it expresses ideas and

feelings in ways that others can relate to. It
gives thoughts a type of form. The poet must
choose the right words to make these images
concrete.

The first function of poetry is to please the
senses. Poets explain sights, sound, and col-
ors in ways that produce these images in the
reader’s minds. This is often accomplished in
a musical form. Poetry is found in every as-
pect of creative expression: in songs, dramas,
stories, myths, even in modern popular music.
No one can resist its attraction. A life without
poetry of any kind is life without enjoyment.




